
 
NEWSLETTER 33, 27TH MAY 2016  
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
EXAMS CALENDAR 

Day Date Time Subject 

Monday 6th June 
09:00 History Unit 1 

13:30 
Psychology Unit 1 
Bengali Unit 1 

Tuesday 7th June 09:00 English: The Writer’s Voice 

 
Wednesday 8th June 

09:00 
German Listening, Reading & Writing 
German Units 1 & 2 

13:30 
Computing: Systems & Programming 
Geography Theory 

Thursday 9th June 
09:00 

Written Paper 2F 
Maths Calculator Paper 

13:30 
Psychology Unit 2 
Bengali Units 2 & 4 

Friday 10th June 

09:00 Components of Life 

13:30 
Music Unit 1 
Dutch Writing 
Persian Writing 

 
HALF TERM SUPER LEARNING DAYS 

Over the half term holiday, several members of staff are giving up their own time to offer extra classes for 
students in Year 11.  The sessions are for students who have been invited to attend by their teacher; please 
encourage them to attend as this is an excellent opportunity for them to enjoy small-group teaching and 
boost their exam grade.   

Day Subject Teacher Start Finish Room 

Tuesday 
31st May 

English Ms Close 10.00 a.m. 2.00 p.m. C2 
History Ms Dhillon 10.00 a.m. 2.00 p.m. A18 

Maths Ms Murphy, Ms Patrick, Ms Liburd  
and Mr Nizeyimana 10.00 a.m. 2.00 p.m. B1/B2 

Wednesday 
1st June 

Business Ms Greenslade 9.30 a.m. 1.00 p.m. B7 
History Ms Dhillon 10.00 a.m. 2.00 p.m. A18 

Maths Ms Murphy, Ms Patrick, Ms Liburd  
and Mr Nizeyimana 10.00 a.m. 2.00 p.m. B1/B2 

Thursday 
2nd June English Ms Holt 10.00 a.m. 2.00 p.m. C14 

Friday 
3rd June English Ms Holt 10.00 a.m. 2.00 p.m. C14 



  
 

  

MANCHESTER ACADEMY CELEBRATES DOFE SUCCESS AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE! 
 
Last week, the Principal, Mr Griffin and DofE Co-ordinator, Mr Duckworth attended a once in a life time 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) Gold Award Presentation at Buckingham Palace, London.  
 
At the event they were presented with a special plaque from the DofE Charity by celebrity supporter 
Andrea McLean, acknowledging the school’s commitment to running the DofE and thanking it for giving 
young people the opportunity to transform their lives.  
 
The DofE is celebrating its Diamond Anniversary throughout 2016, having supported millions of young 
people in the UK and across the globe to achieve DofE Awards since it was founded in 1956. The 
prestigious Gold Award Presentation at Buckingham Palace is one of many memorable events taking place 
to celebrate 60 years of the Charity.  
 
Members of the Royal Family; HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, HRH The Earl of Wessex and HRH The Countess 
of Wessex, congratulated those that were present including young Gold Award achievers, organisations 
that deliver the DofE and special guests such as corporate supporters and DofE Diamond Challengers, who 
have set themselves a personal challenge to raise money for the DofE Charity in its anniversary year.  
 
Manchester Academy has been delivering the DofE for 8 years and since then their students have been 
achieving the DofE Award after volunteering in their community, learning a skill, getting fit, going on an 
expedition and, for Gold, taking part in a week-long residential. Doing a DofE programme significantly 
impacts young people’s futures, enabling them to develop vital skills for life and work, such as confidence, 
commitment, resilience and team work. Widely acknowledged as the world’s leading achievement award 
for young people, Manchester Academy hold a licence to deliver DofE programmes to anyone between the 
ages of 14-24 years old.   
 
KEY STAGE 3 END OF YEAR ENGLISH AND MATHS ASSESSMENTS 

During June, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be sitting exams designed to measure the progress they have 
made this year in English and Maths.  As well as measuring their progress, these exams are good practice 
for when the students sit their GCSE exams, but without the pressure of ‘passing’ or ‘failing’.  Where the 
start time of the exam overlaps with the usual lunchtime, students will have an early lunch.  

ENGLISH ASSESSMENTS 
Year Paper Date Time Early Lunch 

7 
1 Tuesday 7th June 1.15-3.00 p.m. Y 
2 Friday 10th June 1.15-3.00 p.m. Y 

8 1 Monday 13th June 9.00-10.45 a.m. N 

9 1 Monday 13th June 1.15-3.00 p.m. Y 
2 Tuesday 14th June 9.00-10.45 a.m. N 

8 2 Thursday 16th June 1.15-3.00 p.m. Y 
  

MATHS ASSESSMENTS 
Year Paper Date Time Early Lunch 

7 1 Friday 17th June 2.00-3.00 p.m. N 
2 Monday 20th June 2.00-3.00 p.m. N 

8 1 Tuesday 21st June 9.00-10.00 p.m. N 
2 Wednesday 22nd June 11.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. N 

9 
A/C Thursday 23rd June 9.00-10.30 a.m. N 

B Friday 24th June 1.30-3.00 p.m. Y 
 



  
 

  

TRIP TO SEE HAMLET AT STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, SATURDAY 21ST MAY 

Miss Croden writes:  

Excitedly, the students met in reception, with lunches packed and a sense of curiosity for what lay ahead. It 
the first time any of our students have been to see a Shakespeare play.  

Thirty-four Year 8 students and six Year 7 students were selected to join members of the Manchester 
Academy team for a reward trip with a difference – this was a rare opportunity to visit Stratford, not only 
to watch Shakespeare but also to look around the beautiful Warwickshire town and visit Shakespeare’s 
grave at Holy Trinity Church. 

All the students had demonstrated excellent behaviour, in line with the binary system, had shown 
excellent attitude and effort in their English lessons and had shown an enthusiasm for the Bard’s work, 
which they have been studying this term. 

The play itself was superb and was a really interesting take on one of Shakespeare’s longest and most 
famous plays. The production was influenced by African culture and the mixture of music, colour and 
culture was a thrilling sight to behold.  Paapa Essiedu played the role of Hamlet excellently and brought 
humour and a relatable quality to the role, which allowed our students to access this challenging play. 
Despite the play being over three hours long, the students were engaged throughout, and for the most 
part, sat on the edge of their seats! 

Several members of the audience approached our party to compliment our students on their impeccable 
and mature behaviour in the theatre, commenting what a credit they were to Manchester Academy. One 
audience member said that “seeing the students enthralled in wonderment at the play added to her 
enjoyment and experience!” 

 

But enough from me… here’s what the students said: 

“Miss Croden’s Year 7 and 8 reward trip was just awesome. We learned a lot and we had fun. 
We watched Hamlet in the theatre and it was just fabulous. But, that's not it - we went to the 
church and we saw the grave of Shakespeare. It's a life opportunity, work hard in school and 
you might get it too” 

“THIS WEEKEND WAS SO FUN AND ONE THE BEST WEEKENDS I’VE EVER HAD   !” 
 
 
STAR: SMOOTH TRANSITION, ASPIRATIONS & RESILIENCE 

ABCollectables – Books, Games and Training for Education started in 2002 and are a community interest 
group based in Moss Side.  To date they have supported over 70 Manchester schools who have been 
involved in Spectacular School Showcases and African History Month cultural celebrations.  On Thursday 
they came into Manchester Academy to talk to 30 of our Year 7 pupils about: 
1. Their experiences as they moved from primary to secondary school; 
2. How transition for current Year 6 pupils could be improved; 
3. The hopes and dreams of students attending Manchester Academy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

  

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Every week the different subject departments select a student who has done exceptionally well and 
nominate them for Stars of the Week.  Each student receives ten merits and is invited to breakfast with the 
Principal on Friday. 

Student Form Subject Comment 
Mahmoud 
Choubak 

10MSA Art Incredible attitude to learning and trying new ideas even though he has 
not used the materials before.  

Ilsa Babar 7LBU Drama For her effort in lessons and Drama Club recently.  
Warda Hafeez 
  

7LBU 
 

English For the extra effort that she has put into organising the Y7/Y8 Book Club. 
Warda has given up a lot of her free time to increase membership of this 
lunchtime club and has had lots of good ideas for how it should be 
improved.  

Ahmed Amir 8RBL English For writing an excellent blog about the Y8 Reward Trip to Stratford.  
Ahmed was a pleasure to have join us on the trip and it's clear from his 
contribution in lessons that he has already started to apply the learning 
from the weekend. Well done! 

Kat Witek 
 

9AKH French Kat writes and speaks French with high levels of accuracy.  She is now 
starting to be more creative with her French, having consolidated the use 
of three tenses. Kat is such a hard worker and her contribution in French 
lessons is always so positive!  

Shahzaib Faryad 7DJO Induction Shahzaib has been putting in a superhuman effort of late and has made 
excellent progress in English.  His behaviour has also been fantastic. 

Milan Norrell 7NAY Maths Positive attitude to learning in Maths this week and for her improved 
effort in all Maths lessons - well done  

Hannah Jan 7DJN Music Continued effort in Music, demonstrating ‘Leadership’ skills. 
Memona Imran 7DJN RE For always being helpful and completing her work to the best of her ability. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June Half Term Holiday.  School Closed on Monday 30th May – Bank Holiday. 
Students return on Monday 6th June, Blue Week 

Thursday 23rd June Extra Induction Day for selected Year 6 students 

Thursday 30th June Extra Induction Day for Year 6 students who are the only one, or one of just 
two, coming to MA from their primary school 

Friday 1st July United Learning Staff Conference Day – School Closed 

Tuesday 12th July  Parents evening for New Year 7 

Tuesday 12th July & Wednesday 13th 
July Taster Days for New Year 7 – please note change from 7th July & 8th July 

Thursday 7th July Year 11 Prom 
Thursday 21st July Last Day of Term.  Please note: 

• The new Year 7 students start on Friday 3rd September.   
• Students in Years 8-11 return on Monday 5th September. 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
Mr A Griffin, Principal 


